Dr. Robert Gibbens
Director, Western Region
USDA/APHIS/AC
2150 Center Ave.
Building B, Mailstop 3W11
Fort Collins, CO 80526-8117

10/21/19

Dr. Gibbens,
I am writing to you today to file an Official Complaint again against Altasciences Preclinical (91-R0075), for clear violations of the Animal Welfare Act which occurred recently.
A confidential Altasciences report states:
"On 08APR2019, a Gottingen minipig (5 months old, male, approximately 9.3 kg) died unexpectedly
during routine blood collection at approximately 10:00 am. . . .
The technicians were performing the blood collection from the thoracic inlet, starting on the left
side of the pig, using a 23g 3/4' needle with a 12 ml syringe. . . . 3 - 4 attempts were made on the left
side of the animal, and one on the right. At that point, a decision was made to switch roles . . . It
was at that point that the animal went limp and became unresponsive."
The report goes on to say:
"At necropsy, 35 ml of blood was found in the pericardial sac. The pathologist stated that probable
cause of death was due to cardiac tamponade (which puts pressure on the heart and keeps it from
filling properly). "
It is quite apparent that this botched procedure caused the death of the animal, and that the mishandling
of the procedure resulted in a seriously traumatic incident, otherwise the necropsy would not have
found 35 ml of blood in the pericardial sac. The inability of Altasciences staff to draw a simple blood
sample, without killing an animal, must raise questions as to their qualifications and training. Not only
were they unable to obtain the blood sample, but they didn't realize that they were compromising the
health of this animal until death occurred.
This incident clearly violates the Animal Welfare Act potentially violating several different code
sections including:
Sec. 2.32 Personnel Qualifications (a) It shall be the responsibility of the research facility to ensure
that all scientists, research technicians, animal technicians, and other personnel involved in animal
care, treatment, and use are qualified to perform their duties. This responsibility shall be fulfilled in
part through the provision of training and instruction to those personnel.
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or
Sec. 2.38 Misc (f)(1)Animal Handling of all animals shall be done as expeditiously and
carefully as possible in a manner that does not cause trauma, overheating, excessive cooling,
behavioral stress, physical harm, or unnecessary discomfort.
or
Sec 2.31 Institutional Animal Care and Use Committee (IACUC) (d) IACUC review of activities
involving animals (viii) Personnel conducting procedures on the species being maintained or studied
will be appropriately qualified and trained in those procedures
This relatively new facility must not be allowed to get away with unnecessarily killing this animal.
Your office must establish from the outset that Altasciences will be held to the highest standards and
punished severely when, as with the death of this pig, they fail so miserably in meeting those
standards.
Therefore, I am filing an Official Complaint against Altasciences for a serious violation of the Animal
Welfare act which resulted in the death of a pig. I am calling upon your office to open a new case
relevant to this unnecessary death, and I am also calling upon your office to investigate Altasciences to
ascertain whether any additional deaths have taken place.
At the conclusion of your investigation, you must prosecute Altasciences to the fullest extent of the
law, assessing a penalty of $10,000 per infraction/per animal.
expect that your office will reply to this correspondence within five business days.
Sincerely,

Michael A. Budkie, A.H.T.,
Executive Director, SAEN
Attachments: 1 Confidential Altasciences non-compliance report

