Robert Hull, Senior Associate Vice President for Research,
Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute
110 8th St.
Troy, NY 12180
Via email: hullr2@rpi.edu

11/1/19

Associate Vice President Hull,
I am writing to you today to ask that you take administrative action to permanently revoke animal use
privileges for multiple individuals connected to an animal experiment which Rensselaer Polytechnic
Institute Administration has previously suspended. This situation is of the utmost importance because
it impacts not only the project which was suspended but may potentially impact the integrity of the
entire Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute research program.
An Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute report dated 5/16/19 states:
"This report summarizes the investigation and remediation of issues that led to the suspension of
protocol number INT-001-17, 'The 3D whole body distribution of cancer probes using optical
tomography imaging" in the laboratory of Professor Xavier Intes. This protocol employs mice. Based
on concerns raised by the Attending Veterinarian (AV), Dr. Neda Bajalo, our Institutional Animal Care
and Use Committee (IACUC) informed Dr. Intes of the suspension on April 1. . . .
The issues raised by the AV, and relayed to Dr. Intes on April 5 and in the preliminary report to OLAW
on April 4 were in four areas:
Issue #1: Incomplete animal-related records (e.g., identification, medical, husbandry, and
irregularities in maintenance of records).
Issue #2: Participation in animal procedures by personnel who have not been adequately trained.
Issue #3: Apparent conduct of animal related procedures inconsistent with approved protocols.
Issue #4: Apparent escorted entry to the animal facility of unauthorized personnel."

After discussing the overall concerns specific examples of issues are discussed in more detail:
"There were incidences of animal mis-identification and other errors in record keeping by Dr. Intes'
group. . . . There were concerns raised to the IACUC committee that the students were altering records
after the fact. . . . The AV brought to the attention of IACUC that students within Dr. Intes' group had
placed their initials against procedures for which they were either not listed on the protocol and/or not
adequately trained. Of particular concern was the administration of retro-orbital injections, a procedure
requiring substantial training and skill.
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. . . it was discovered during the investigations that two mice from a strain not identified in the protocol
had been allowed into the BRC in Dec 2018 (those allowed under the protocol are Cl:NU(NCr)Foxn1nu; SHO-HA-PrkdcscidHrhr; nude BALB/c; and the unapproved strain was NOD-SCID). The
PI acknowledges that he overlooked the necessary protocol modification. Under subsequent anesthesia
in the BRC performed by the AV, one of the mice died on 12/14/18 (the necropsy revealed no specific
cause of death, but it was noticed that the mouse was underweight and dehydrated). . . . The second
mouse was euthanized over two months later (03/01/19) by the AV as it had shown deteriorating health
in the previous few days . . ."

So, in summary, untrained staff performed unapproved procedures, and also failed to keep adequate
records -- apparently also including 'altering records after the fact' (falsifying records?), and allowed
unapproved personal into the animal facility. Additionally, mice of an incorrect strain were used, and
had to be euthanized after extensive suffering including being underweight and dehydrated.
Significant issues are also raised as to whether these animals have been provided adequate food,
fasting, etc.
This is extremely disturbing for many reasons. First, the way that these procedures are being
performed, and the serious systemic errors connected to these procedures, indicate that little if anything
of scientific value can come of such a botched project. Second, two animals have died unnecessarily.
Third, the documentation errors include 'altering records after the fact' -- which could be taken as
falsifying records, potentially to obscure wrongdoing. Fourth, this project has been funded by two
grants which collectively expended approximately $1,000,000 over the course of two years, so
taxpayer dollars are being wasted.
There are better things that can be done with these valuable federal resources. Therefore, I am calling
upon your office to do three things to restore the credibility of the Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute
research program:
1. Launch an immediate and independent investigation into every protocol in which the offending
Principal Investigator (Dr. Intes) and any/all of the connected graduate students were involved.
2. Permanently revoke the animal use privileges of the graduate students, and the PI. Their total lack
of concern for proper procedure should indefinitely disqualify them from participation in all animal
related projects.
3. Publicly disclose the species and number of animals used in this project, along with the veterinary
records for these animals, so that their condition and welfare can be assessed.
This incident has seriously damaged the integrity of the Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute research
program. You must act decisively to restore the lost credibility.
I will await action from your office, and expect to receive a reply within five (5) business days.
Sincerely,

Michael A. Budkie, A.H.T.,
Executive Director, SAEN
Attachment: Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute Report

