Dr. Robert Gibbens
Director, Western Region, USDA/APHIS/AC,
2150 Center Ave.
Building B, Mailstop 3W11
Fort Collins, CO 80526-8117

4/1/19

Dr. Gibbens,
I am writing to you today to file an Official Complaint against the University of California, San Francisco, (93-R-0440
UCSF), for serious violations of the Animal Welfare Act.
I have obtained a federal report which discloses a undeniable and serious violation of the Animal Welfare Act by UCSF
which unnecessarily took the life of an animal. That document dated 9/11/18 states:
"A single live vole was found in a closed cardboard container in a mouse lab freezer that is some distance
(approximately 400 yards) from the vole lab. LARC staff euthanized the animal and immediately notified a
LARC Veterinarian and the IACUC Director. A LARC veterinarian conducted a necropsy examination and it
appeared that the vole had been without food for 1 - 2 days and no pathological lesions were evident."
This is a clear violation of Sec. 2.38 Misc (f)(1) Animal Handling. This is the code section under which Pacific Biolabs
was cited, and received an Official Warning, in 2014 also for a living animal discovered in a carcass freezer. This
should be considered a critical citation, because this non-compliance led directly to the horrible death of an animal.
Also, this incident should not be given a listing under a "teachable moment" because this same facility had critical
citations as recently as 2017. These non-compliances involved the deaths of two pigs, and a vole.
Also, this information discloses the fact that the vole "had been without food for 1 - 2 days" which indicates an
additional violation of the Animal Welfare Act relevant to Sec. 3.82 Feeding.
This vole death is now the fifth animal death (previously 2 pigs and 2 voles died) at UCSF in connection with Animal
Welfare Act violations in approximately 1 1/3 years. Allowing this facility to continue to violate the Animal Welfare Act
without serious consequences for all of these violations will essentially amount to federally sanctioning negligent
homicides. Your office must act if further deaths are to be prevented.
It is worth noting that a July 2015 inspection also cites UCSF for a IACUC non-compliance and that this citation is
again relevant to a project involving voles, with the name of the vole project duplicating the name from a 2016
inspection. Both of these projects involved the issue of social attachment in voles.
Now, the current non-compliance is listed in connection to grant MH107754 GENETIC MODELS FOR SOCIAL
ATTACHMENT DEFICITS IN PSYCHIATRIC ILLNESS involving voles which may in fact be the same protocol, or a
slight variation, involving voles which has potentially been violating the Animal Welfare Act since 2015. The repetition of
these violations would seem to indicate that the research staff of UCSF believes that they are above the law.
Another piece of UCSF correspondence, dated 5/29/18, discloses yet another incident which clearly violates the
Animal Welfare Act. This incident of negligence allowed two monkeys to come into contact, and fight, resulting in
injuries. This document is the very last one in the complaint.
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This incident is also a clear violation of Sec. 2.38 Misc (f)(1) Animal Handling.
I hereby file an Official Complaint against the University of California, San Francisco, relevant to multiple incidents of
inadequate supervision of experimentation, and unqualified personnel, inadequate animal handling, etc
know that your office considers major violations of the Animal Welfare Act to be very serious in nature, especially when
these violations kill or seriously injure animals. Since University of California, San Francisco has a long history of
animal abuse which has led to multiple animal deaths and/or injuries, I must insist that you take the most severe action
allowable under the Animal Welfare Act and immediately begin the process of issuing the maximum fine allowable
against the University of California, San Francisco at the completion of your investigation -- $10,000 per infraction/per
animal.
If your office continues to consider enforcement of the Animal Welfare Act a priority, you must take serious action
against this lab. You must THROW THE BOOK at University of California, San Francisco.
I look forward to hearing from you in the near future about the fate of this facility.

!

Sincerely,
Michael A. Budkie, A.H.T.,
Executive Director, SAEN
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