Kathryn A. Bayne, M.S., Ph.D., D.V.M.
AAALAC International Chief Executive Officer
5205 Chairman’s Court, Suite 300
Frederick, MD 21730
Via email: accredit@aaalac.org

7/7/21

CEO Bayne,
I am writing to you today to insist that your office immediately launch an investigation of the use of
animals in experimentation at Washington State University (WSU), so that when your investigation is
concluded, you may revoke their accreditation. A protocol has been suspended for federal violations,
and WSU has a long history of animal welfare abuses, which are discussed here.
WSU correspondence dated 5/21/21 (attached) states:
“Washington

State University, in accordance with Assurance A3483-0 and PHS Policy IV.F.3
provides this report of deviations from an approved IACUC protocol and an IACUC suspension of
activity.
Eleven (11) rats went through a survival surgery to place a jugular vein catheter for training
purposes, which was not described in the approved IACUC protocol. The protocol was approved for
placement of an intraportal catheter. . . . After review of the surgery records it was determined that
the approved post-operative regiment was not followed. Only a single does of burpenorphine and
ketoprofen was provided, while the protocol called for buprenorphine and carprofen to be given 1 2 days post-op. Ketoprofen was not an approved drug in the protocol. It was determined that
surgical forms were filled out for the initial surgeries, but not for the subsequent surgeries, and the
surgical forms used did not reference the jugular catheter surgeries that were performed.
The IACUC voted to suspend all animal activities on this protocol during a convened meeting on
March 21, 2021.”
It was entirely justified — but grossly insufficient — to suspend this protocol. This suspension should
have been a termination. Failure to follow protocol, failure to provide adequate pain relief, and failure
to document surgeries are sufficient grounds to cause anyone to be banned from performing future
surgeries. This project was so thoroughly botched that it should never be published, because someone
might actually believe the results and potentially base future experimentation on this thoroughly
bungled experiment.
An additional example of WSU correspondence dated 11/24/20 (attached) discusses an incident where
lab staff failed to provide pain relief as required in an IACUC approved protocol.
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Additional WSU correspondence dated 12/3/19 (attached) discloses the deaths of eight animals. Four
of the animals died and four required euthanasia because bungling lab staff doubled the dose of an
experimental agent. Apparently either they were unfamiliar with their own protocol, or they simply
chose to ignore it. In either case, they should never be allowed to perform animal experimentation
again. Their negligence killed animals for absolutely no reason.
WSU correspondence dated 10/18/19 (attached) discloses the performance of multiple procedures
which had not been approved by the WSU IACUC.
Another example of WSU correspondence dated 9/18/19 (attached) addresses the drowning (assumed)
deaths of three mice whose cage had been leaked into by a water softener. Two were found dead and
one had to be euthanized.
Another example of WSU correspondence dated 9/18/19 (attached) discusses staff failure to provide
IACUC approved pre- and post-op pain relief to 19 animals for a surgical procedure, castration.
Another example of WSU correspondence dated 6/10/19 (attached) discusses the deaths of multiple
animals. A surgical procedure was performed on mice on 4/5/19. Apparently the day following
surgery the mice appeared to be lethargic. A staff person placed the cage on a heating pad. The mice
were found dead, two days later on April 8th. The mice had not been checked on April 7th, which
means they also did not receive post operative pain relief as required by the protocol. Apparently mice
were denied pain relief while they were being cooked to death.
WSU correspondence dated 8/7/19 (attached) reveals multiple incidents where WSU staff failed to
perform euthanasia fully, resulting in two horrible situations. In one case seven infant mice woke up in
a carcass freezer. In the second incident, a frog who had supposedly been euthanized, began to move
during a post-mortem dissection. Apparently WSU staff cannot even kill animals correctly.
Washington State University staff is clearly utterly unqualified for their positions. They have failed to
follow approved protocols, failed to provide pain relief, fatally overdosed animals, failed to fully
euthanize animals, allowed animals to drown, allowed animals to cook to death, and performed
unapproved procedures.
These incidents have clearly demonstrated a multi-year pattern of negligence and carelessness which
must be addressed. The Washington State University AAALAC accreditation must be revoked for
multiple cases of animal abuse.
Therefore, you must launch a full investigation of all Washington State University animal research
programs, and at the end of the investigation all you must revoke the AAALAC accreditation of
Washington State University.
I will expect a response from your office within 5 business days.
Sincerely,
Michael A. Budkie, A.H.T.,
Executive Director, SAEN
Attachments: 8 WSU Non-Compliance Reports
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